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Teenagers make up the
biggest single audience for 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘΦ bƻ 
wonder, then, that there are 
so many films about them. A 
film about teens is doubtless 
going to appeal to them too 
ςǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ 
themselves reflected, 
somehow, from the silver 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴΚ LΩŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
see characters I can relate to 
in stories that mean 
something to me. And for 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
certainly not a time of life 
ǿŜΩŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ςfirst 
love, all of those annoying 
exams, big trauma and even 
bigger life choices, trying to 
work out who we are and 
what we want to do with 
ourselves.

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƻǇ-
notch teen movies that you 
may not have seen, but 
which come with a loving 
recommendation.  Try them 
and I bet you end up loving 
most of them too.

Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High
This film was adapted by 
Cameron Crowe from his 
own non-fiction book. 
!ǊƻǳƴŘ мфул ƘŜΩŘ ƎƻƴŜ 
undercover as a student in a 
high school and used his 
experiences to report first 
hand on the reality of 
ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǘŜŜƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ LǘΩǎ 
all still relevant, and it pulls 
no punches. So few teen 
ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǎƻΧ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀŘǳƭǘΦ 
Amy Heckerling went on to 
direct CluelessΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ 
never better her debut 
feature.

Valley Girl
The more things change, the 
more they stay the same. 
The rivers of slang in Valley 
Girlsound nothing like the 
ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅ όƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭΣ 
like, totally tubular!), and I 
should hope that most 
people would think twice 
before adopting any of the 
fashions, however ironically. 
Underneath the oh-so-80s 
day-glo façade, however, 
ōŜŀǘǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ LǘΩǎ 
basically another spin on 
Romeo and JulietΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
good one, and Nicolas Cage 
makes for a great hero.

Rushmore
Though two of the lead 
characters in Rushmore are 
not teenagers at all ςbeing 
a millionaire businessman 
and a schoolteacher ςthe 
lead character, Max Fischer, 
is one of the most 
distinctive and vividly 
realised teenage heroes in 
modern cinema. Funny, 
eccentric and rich in 
character, this was the 
ǇƛƴƴŀŎƭŜ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
career, and the best film 
LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 
popular, genuinely smart 

ƪƛŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ 
academically. Particularly 
recommended to anybody 
who ever had a crush on 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ

DǊŜƎƻǊȅΩǎ DƛǊƭ
The only UK teen movie on 
the list ςfor some reason it 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƎŜƴǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
gone to work on in Britain. 
A first-love story with the 
typical obstacles and twists, 
but brilliantly offbeat and 
always idiosyncratic.  This 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ 
makes movie stars -
everybody looks too gawky, 
awkward and, frankly, real ς
but it is the kind of film that 
ƛǘǎ Ŧŀƴǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ȅŀƪƪƛƴƎ 
about.

Heathers
The teen movie that I 
expected to end all teen 
movies. I saw it when I 
was 16 and it felt like the 
universe had just given me 
a special present; a film 
about me, my peers, my 
age group, that really, 
finally, understood us. 
After Heathers, I never 
saw another teen movie in 
the same way again. Of 
course, just about every 
teen movie since has 
ripped it off (and not just 
teen movies either) with 
Mean Girlsbeing a 
particularly blatant, 
dumbed-down copy. But 
no other teen film has 
bared the razor sharp 
teeth and or cracked the 
wicked-cruel, whip-smart 
ƘǳƳƻǳǊ ƻŦ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ²ŀǘŜǊǎΩ 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴǇƭŀȅΦ IŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
cruel, not really, but it 
knows that your life most 
ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
pretending everything 
ends with sweetness and 
light.

Those are my favourite 
best-kept-secret teen 
ƳƻǾƛŜǎΧΦ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
yours?

Brendon Connelly
Summer Viewing: Teen Films



Staff Yearbook
�,�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���V�W�D�I�I���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���V�F�K�R�R�O���G�D�\�V�«

1 2 3

4

5

6 7
8


